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In early September, the state-run oil company PEMEX reported that sales of unleaded gasoline
Magna Sin totaled 212,700 barrels per day during January-June of this year, an increase of almost
30% from the first six months of 1993. Because of the trend, sales of Magna Sin now account for
almost 43% of all gasoline sales in Mexico. According to the PEMEX report, the growing consumer
demand for Magna Sin was especially evident during June, when sales averaged 230,600 bpd, an
increase of 8,000 bpd over the levels reported during May.
PEMEX officials attribute the strong demand for unleaded gasoline to stringent anti-pollution laws
in Mexico City and the increase in the number of automobiles equipped with catalytic converters.
In addition, demand has been stimulated by the narrowing of the difference in prices between
unleaded and leaded gasoline. At one time, Magna Sin was much more expensive than leaded
gasoline. In fact, PEMEX said sales of leaded gasoline during the first half of the year amounted to
only 282,600 bpd, a decline of 17.2% from the same period in 1993
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